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Centennial Book 


commemorating the establishment of a 


POST OFFICE 


Fau Wnire Michigan 


ON NOVEMBER 7, 186] 


"| hear the tread of pioneers, 
of nations yet to be, 
the first low wash of waves where soon 
shall wave a human sea, 
the rudiments of empire here 
are plastic yet and warm, 
the chaos of a mighty world, 
is rounding into form.” 


-- Ada Simpson Sherwood 


Alten County Public Librangy 
900 Webster Street 

PO Bex 2270 

Fom Wayne, IN 46801-2276 


Log Cabin, West of Eau Claire, Mich. 


Eau Claire, "The Biggest Little Town in Michigan", is 
not a prototype of Goldsmith's "Deserted Village’. It has 
grown into a very active business area. Its beginning was 
carved out of the forest by the hard work of our pioneer an- 
cestors. One interesting bit of reminiscing by Mrs. Robert 
Ferry, who came to Pipestone Township as a bride in 1837, 
told that she saw no woman except an Indian squaw for the 
first three months. Deer were plentiful and tame, and often 
herds of tham passed by the cabin without timidity. Killing 
deer for food was a simple task. Wolves and bear played 
havoc with small stock. 

The early settlers came to this section of Michigan 
attracted by the nearness to the Saint Joseph River, which 
would supply the needed water. The rumors of tales of paor 
soil and unusable marshland filled with mosquitoes prevented 
a too early settlement. However, in 1834 an Ohioan, Henry 
Rush, came and cleared a small plot and planted crops; but 
when the late spring freeze destroyed these, he returned to 
Ohio. 

Not completely discouraged, in 1835, he returned and 
settled at “Five Corners" on the Berrien Township side. He 
built a one-room cabin of logs, chinked with mud and sticks. 

Soon after, David and Jacob Weaver settled here with 
their families. Arriving by covered wagon, they stayed with 
the Rush family for a while. Mrs. Rush was a sister of the 
Weavers. Later this couple bought eighty acres, now owned 
by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Koenig. Clearing ground was a com- 
munity affair. Neighbors helped, sometimes working far into 
the night to clear perhaps only four acres per day. 


EAU CLAIRE FRUIT EXCHANGE, INC. 


|| EAU CLAIRE, MICHIGAN 


HObart 1-457] HObart 1-458] 


WHERE THE GROWERS PROBLEMS 


ARE OF PRIMARY CONCERN, AND 


THEIR NEEDS IN SERVICES AND 


FARM SUPPLIES ARE MET. 


Loneliness 
made mail delivery essential. 
brought by horseback riders from Berrien 
Springs and Niles. One rider was a man 
named Boughton. A _ mail route from South 
Bend, Notre Dame, Bertrand, Niles, Ber- 
rien Springs, Berrien Center, Eau Claire, 
Royalton, Pipestone, Sodus, Brunson Har- 
bor and Saint Joseph was started in 1863, 
and was traversed six times each week. 
The contractors were Oliver B. Brush, and 
Tairus Parker, Jr. 

Finally, a post office was establish- 
ed at Five Corners in 1861, through the 
efforts of William Smythe Farmer, another 
early comer, and R.J. Tuttle, supervisor. 

When Mr. Farmer was asked what name 
the settlement had, he was’ standing near 
the creek called “Clear Water", so he 
christened the village Eau Claire, the 
French words for clear water. The name 
is properly pronounced “O Clare”. 

Henry Rush was appointed postmaster, 
and kept the office in his store just 
over the township line in Berrien Town- 
ship, one half mile from the present lo- 
cation. 

At the resignation of Rush in 1874, 
George E. Tatman was appointed to the 
post and moved the office to his resi- 
dence in Pipestone Township, thus estab- 
lishing the second location. 


for far-distant relatives 


Mail was 


In 1877, when Patrick Stapleton suc+ 
ceeded Tatman as postmaster, he kept the 
office in his store. Later when the vil- 
lage was relocated because of the rail- 
road's arrival, Mr. Stapleton built 4 
new brick building at the new site of Eau 
Claire. This new structure housed hig 
store, and the new post office was trans-~ 
ferred from the Five Corners to this 
building. Thus the fourth site is record- 
ed. Here the clerk was Lucy Whalen, nee 
Taylor. 

Next it was moved into its own home 
east of the present Newman building with 
Mr. Ben Wynn as postmaster and clerk. 
When this building burned, near the turn 
of the century, the office was set up in 
a small building across the street. In 
front of it was the town pump and the 
horse watering trough. Here Mr. Ben Wynn¢ 
Mr. William Ferry; Mrs. Chauncy Aumuck, 
nee Reva Runnels; Mrs. Eldon Murphy, nee 
Grace Miles, were postmasters and clerks. 

Later, the office was moved into the 
Esalhorst building located at the present 
site of Bishop's 66 Station, and finally 
transferred to the present site on the 
South side of Main Street. The postmast- 
ers in these locations were William Ferry 
who made the transfer; J. M. Paul}; Reva 
Runnels; Joe Burns, and Charles Burns. 


SCHLEGEL 


DEPARTMENT STORE 


Eau Claire, Mich. Phone HO 1-582] 


The reason people pass one door 

To patronize another store, 

Is not because the busier place 

Has better silks or gloves or lace, 

Or cheaper prices, but it lies 

In pleasant words and smiling eyes; 

The only difference, I believe, 

Is in the treatment folks receive. 
Edgar A. Guest 


_SERVING EAU CLAIRE SINCE 1944 


NATIONALLY ADVERTISED BRANDS 


COURTIOUSISERVICE 


GREATER SELECTION 


LOWER PRICES 


Featuring LEE Work Clothes & WOLVERINE Work Shoes 

DRY GOODS COSMETICS HARDWARE 

CLOTHING JEWELRY NOTIONS 
SHOES LUGGAGE GIFTS 


“EB we rn yotoh an of eb ors coe eat ee cen 


GRACE EVANGELICAL 


Just as man's heart longs for news of loved ones, 
so man's soul needs contact with his eternal Maker. In the 
early days church services were held in the home of David 
Moore. Than as the worshippers increased, the group moved 
into the South Maple Grove schoolhouse. Some of these were 
Henry Rush, class leader; David Weaver and wife; Jacob 
Puterbaugh and wifes; John Rush; William Tennant and wife; 
Martin Reese and wifes Nicholas Michael and wife; Thomas 
Monjoy and wifes and Caleb Clark. 

In 1873 a church building was erected on the north - 
eastern corner of Keigley and Maple Streets. It became 
known as the United Brethern Church. E. F. Light was the 
first pastor and H.S. Robinson was class leader. Sometime 
later at the north end of North Elm Street and facing’ on 
Pipestone Street, the Methodist Episcopal Church was built. 
East on Main Street, at the corner of Lynn, the "Church on 
the Hill" raised its white spire. It was designated as the 
Christian Church. 

Early in the 1900's, these three churches united 
under the Congregational Conference. They chose the largest 
church as their meeting house. Then in 1921, the Lutherans 
established their church, purchasing the property from the 
Methodists, and naming the edifice Grace Evangelical Luth- 
eran Church. It is still in use today. The United Brethern 
Church was bought by the American Legion and converted into 
the Legion Halls then after World War II, the Memorial Hall 
was built on West Main Street and the Legion sold the first 
building to Miles Skinner, who remodeled it into a home. 


COMMUNITY CONGREGATIONAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH - 1961 CHURCH - 1961 


COMPLIMENTS 


OF 


THE EAU CLAIRE STATE 


3% PAID ON SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 


COMPLETE BANKING’ SERVICE 


THIS SCHOOL BURNED IN 1918 


As the settlers’ children were born 
and grew to school age, it was evident a 
schoolhouse was necessary- Early school 
history is uncertains but in 1875 the 
pupils were housed in Mr. Hart's store 
building, a one-room affair at the Five 
Corners. The first teacher was Mrs.Emma 
Byrnes, nee Taylors; she was followed by 
Abe Cudeback and John Martin. This buile 
ing was bought and moved to the new lo- 
cation of the village by Dr. A.C. Rink - 
enberger in 1908. It was remodeled,into 
a dwelling, now owned and occupied by 
Gilbert Eastman and family. (Cora Price 
Bark, Journal-Era, July 30, 1953. 

In 1888 a two room clapboard school, 
was erected on the north side of theroad 
half way up the hill from the Five Cor- 
nerse Where it stood, all later Eau 
Claire schools have been built.Two early 
teachers were Ethel Wynn and Elta Crawl. 
Mr. Benson was the Principal in 1898. 
That year was the first tenth grade gra- 


duation. In 1900 a12th grade _ class 
received diplomas. There was no superi- 
ntendent. Two rooms were later added 


to. this building. In 1912 two dormer 
rooms were added above. In 1918 it was 
destroyed by fire. While a new building 
was under construction, school was held 
in the Picture Show, the ChristianChurch 
and the Methodist Churche Then in Sept- 
ember, 1920 the new building was opened. 
The largest yet, it had an office, a 
gymn, study hall and nine classrooms. A 
farm shop building was built just north 
of the main structure under the W. P. A. 
Program. Two rooms were converted to 
grade use. In 1953 the ground floor of 
the main plant was remodeled extensively 
and a new wing was built housing the 
gym and other rooms. In 1959 a two-room 
grade unit was built, also north of the 
main plant. It had housed two first 
grades. The east room was adorned with 
a plaque in honor of Mrs. Beulah Whalen 
Lybrook for her service of 39 years in 
the system. A new elementary school is 
now under construction on the property 
adjacent to the Hogue Athletic Field.The 
present plant will be turned over ens 
tirely to the High School. 


THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS IS THE HARDEST, I've been told 
but if the next 42 years spring as many surprises on me 
as the first 58 have, I don't know if I'll make it. Let 
me tell you a few of the lighter experiences I've had 
just in the last 10 years. This happened in October of 
1950: The phone rang real early Friday morning. Peg 
nudged me & said “The phone's ringing, Dear. I opened 
one eye and said "So it is," and promptly went back to 
' sleep. A few minits later Peg shook me & said "That was 
., Helen, she's taking Shirley to the Hospital to have her 
“ baby." I said “Congratulations to Shirley." and rolled 
overe “Wake up" Peg hollered. "Don't ‘you understand? © 
_ That was Helen, she works for you, remember? She's tak- 
ing Shirley to the Hospital. Who's going to open up the 


a store?" "You" I said. That did it. When she finished 
with me, I'd have been much happier if I'd stayed all 
PRESCRIPTION night at the store. But she did get Butch up & open up 
SPECIALISTS for me. I tagged along a little while later only to 


find when I steped in the store--no water. The motor 

© FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE had burned out. So I got a Coke jug and filled it at 

© FOR YOUR PLEASURE the Station, lugged it back, poured it in the sink & 
© FOR YOUR GOOD HEALTH went for more. Peg tried to keep up with the dish wash- 

: : ing, but it was a losing game. Finally Bill Smith got 
the pump going again, so everything got back to normal. 


P.S. Shirley had a baby girl & named her Christine. 
HO 1-481] I found this in my files under the date Sept. 10, 
1952: What a beautiful day this Tuesday is, so beauti- 


ful in fact that I took my typewriter, and Peg & I went 
out to the lake. It was so calm & peaceful, I really hated to get started on my we- 
ekly Letter, but I knew I had to, so with a great big sigh I got out my typewriter. 
I had just started when a very young voice cried “Grampa, comere & see what I've 
got." So I followed the voice and---Swish. It was Choo Choo, and I got it right in 
the puss. "See my new squirt gun Grampa, Doesn't it shoot straight? See?" Swish! 
This time I ducked. "Grampa's afraid of water, Grampa's afraid of water. I'm not 
afraid of water, see?" Swish. And she was as wet as I was. About that time Gramma 
Peg showed ups “Now Choo Choo, you know you mustn't squirt people, you know that's 
very naughty." Swish. Gramma took to the tall timbers right now. Then "Choo Choo, 
you put that squirt gun up this minit." Mamma Peggy getting into the acts Swish, 
Mamma Peggy got out of the act. Whack! Choo Choo got a sore bottom. But Gramma Peg 
felt so sorry for Choo Choo that she said "My ittsy bittsy dirl mustn't be so nau- 
ghtye" Choo Choo looked at Peg kind of funny and said "Oh Gramma, talking baby talk 
at your age, you wantta be careful or they'll send the Men In White after you.” 

No chronilogical catalogation of events would be complete without some slight men- 
tion of my son Big Butch & his girl Janey, so here's a quicky that happened on Jan- 
uary 4th, 1961 - - - Last night a little before closing time Janey said "Doc, 
where's Butch? I haven't seen him all evening." "Oh," I answered, “He & Claud Stree 
went ice fishing & incidentally, he left his car keys with me so you could get home 
in case he didn't get back by closing time." All she said was "Oh." But her face 
dropped about 40 feet. She thot a bit, then all smiles said “Doc, can I go home with 
you & wait for Butch? I haven't seen him all day." I said “Sure, Janey." We hadn't 
been home only a short minit when a Clump-clump sounded on the hall. Janey jumped 
up all smiles, “That's Big Butchie, I'd know that Clump anywhere." So she ran out 
to the kitchen. I heard the door open & close, & for a while I heard very low 
voices & a swishing sound, so I casually strolled out to the kitchen. They were 
doing something in the sink, so I took a quick look & here was Butch giving artifi- 
cial respiration to a very Dead Fish. "Im bringing him back to life, Pops, see his 
tail wiggle?"..eeccceeseeeWell Folks, Enjoy the Centennial, Take Your Super Plen- 


amins and Feel Good! @ Ea 
ries ee Oe 


THE SCHOOL WAS COMPLETELY DESTROYED BY FIRE IN 1918 


EAU CLAIRE HIGH SCHOOL 1961 GRACE LUTHERAN ELEM. SCHOOL 1961 


NEW PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL UNDER CONS [RUCTION 


EAU CLAIRE LUMBER CO. 
LOG t 


FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING, REPAIR AND REMODELING NEEDS 


Whether you plan to build a new home, repair or 
remodel your present home, you will find us ready, 


willing and able to serve you better. 


MATERIALS 


We carry a large and varied 
stock of top quality lumber 
and building materials, for 
any purpose. 


PLANS 


We can produce plans for any 
building, repair or remodel- 
ing job to suit your require- 
mets. 


ESTIMATES 
We can give you complete and 
accurate estimates of cost on 
any project. 


CONTRACTORS 
We maintain a complete list 
of master builders from which 
you can select. 


FINANCING ASSISTANCE 
We can assist you in obtain- 
ing suitable financing on any 
project. 


ADVICE 
We can help you save money 
by giving you sound advice 
based on years of experience. 


It will pay you to 
see us before you build, 
remodel or repair 


No money down financing on home improvements 


On remodeling or home improvement projects 
you can obtain financing on a no-money-down 
basis and up to five years to pay, even if your 
home is mortgaged. Call us for details. 


LUMBER COMPANY 
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Student body through the Eighth Grade - 1906 


BEGINNING AT TOP RoW, READING FROM LEFT TO RIGHT? 


VERNA YOUNG 
BERYL T1BBS 
ETHEL YOUNG 
HELEN PAUL 

REVA RUNNELS 
PERCY PARKINSON 
WILLTAM McGLNNIS 
IDA SKINNER 
BEULAH WHALEN 
INA STRONG 
MiLLIe WHALEN 
MARTHA YESKE 
FRieEDA McCLURE 
ORVILLE SKINNER 
Eppit OPPENHEIM 
CLypeE CUTHBERT 
PEARL COLLINS 
HETTIE WALDO 
Amy BECKER 
RHODA WALDO 
HATTIE COLLINS 
DorA BowERS 
Maup BoRTON 
LyDIA TABOR 


PRoF. WEAVER 
ADAH MULHOLLAND 
BERTHA McFALLON 
MINNIE YESKE 
Grace MCALLISTER 
MyRTLE PARKINSON 
VERA RIDENOUR 
_EbttH BLEILER 
TESSIE BARNES 
SPENCE CUTHBERT 
ELMER MITCHELL 
HAZEL MITCHELL 
Amos GREEN 
DEAN HOGUE 
ARTHUR FELT 
CHARLIE SILLS 
IVAN YOUNG 
MepA McCLURE 
GoLDIeE TUTTLE 
WALTER URICK 
Ross BoRTON 
GEORGE URICK 
INAS YOUNG 
MaRY BORDEN 


CoYLA NiTCHES 
LETHA JAMISON 
Ossi& KRUGH 
NoRAH BoRDON 
GLapys McCLuRE 
SYLVIA FURREL 
GLENN BRUNKHARD 
BERNYARD F IELT 
WALLACE KELSEY 
HAROLD MITCHELL 
GLADYS HORTON 
FRED GREY 

WELLS KAISER 
WELDON KEIGLEY 
Day 1D KRUGH 
WALTER JAMESON 
MANDEL BLEILER 
ERNEST KRUGH 
CLARENCE CUTHBERT 
Grey McGINNIS 
VOLNEY FIELDS 
MARION PAUL 

| DABELLE ENDERS 
Bessieé JAMESON 


MINNIE JAMESON 
BEATRICE RIDENOUR 
MARGERY LOVELL 
ELoise BEVANS 
HAZEL MERRITT 
ETHEL PRIMLEY 
BERNIECE: MERRITT 
FLORENCE PRIMLEY 
ANITA CLARK 

MARY PRICE 

Ray Cook 

Grace McGIRK 
RUTH YOUNG 
PHILLIP ENDERS 


Eau Claire High School's 
First Graduating Class 
10th Grade - 1898 


MABLE ESALHORST 
VERNA EVANS 
MABLE PRESTON 
CHAS. BOOKWALTER 
VERA STAPLETON 
CeLcia ELY 

LAURA EVANS 


BERRIEN COUNTY —————— 
FARM BUREAU OIL CO. 


EAU CLAIRE, MICHIGAN 


PHONE HObart 1-353] 


SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 27 YEARS 


"BECOME A STOCKHOLDER AND 
SHARE IN THE EARNINGS” 


AN EARLY LOCAL SCENE 


Many early settlers sacrificed much 
to make their community a more livable 
and prosperous place. One such was Jake 
Aumuck (Grandfather of Reva Runnels 
Aumuck) who lived in a log cabin to the 
east of the former Tabor Farm on Main 
Street. Mr. Aumuck cut trees, hued them 
into uniform lengths, carried them on 
his shoulder, and laid them side by side 
to make a corduroy road through the mud 
to "Five Corners". Not too many years 
ago, while repairing the street —= near 
Hill's I.GeAe, workmen uncovered a por- 
tion of this road, well preserved. 


ne yh 


Another hardy soul was George Sharpe 


who: located in Pipestone Township in 


1868. He had absolutely no capitol, but 
was ambitious and soon had a valuable 
tract of 80 acres. He maried Angeline 


Beals in 1869. She died in 1871. They 
had two sons, Perry and W.G. The latter 
ds still living on the home farm. 
‘Another useful citizen, Mr. Horace 
Hipp, lived on the Love farm, later 
bought by the Rinkenbergers. About 1873 
he ran a sawmill, of which’ fragments 
are still visible on the creek's bank. 


This scenic area is still called “Hipp's 
Hollow". A son, Henry G. Hipp was the 
school superintendent at the time of his 
death in 1906. 


_ with 800 under cultivation. 


Gus Mitchell, a run away slave, came 


to this area by way of the underground 
Railway, 
When he arrived here he found two houses 
- the Lillian Puterbaugh home built by 
Sylvester Keigley who later gave the 


disembarking at Cassopolis. 


land for the Christian Churche The other 


house was the Frank Furel house recently 
torn down. 


Mitchell built his log cabin 
near Five Corners. 


LOYBE BISHOP'S GRANDMA CASSEL 


The same Wm. S. Farmer who helped 
secure the post office for Eau Claire 
spent much effort and in 1875 succeeded 
in getting the first Grange in Michigan 
established in Berrien County. This 
energetic man bought his farm from Edw. 
Hart in 1848. He steadily added to his 
land holdings until he owned 2,000 acres 
One of his 
assistant farmers was Tom Jones who la- 
ter became a prominent carpenter. Jones 
married Jennie Burton. Until his death, 
he lived in the house on Keigley Street 
which is now owned by Ralph Karn, Jr. 

Henry Burton, father of Jennie (Jane) 
came to Hartman Corners with his wife 
Mary Patterson. They raised nine child- 


ren. Edwin, Henry's brother who came to 
Hartman Corners in the '70's, traded a 
span of horses and 32 bushels of oats 


for his land. His wife was Alice Evans. 
Two of their children, Harold and Ethel 
grew to maturity. 


COMPLIMENTS 
of 


ASHLEY ForRD SALES 


BAS 
Vad 


NEW & USED CARS & TRUCKS 
SALES & SERVICE 


EAU CLAIRE BERRIEN SPRINGS 
HObart 1-477] GReenleaf 3-468] 


DR. HERRING, SOME LITTLE FRIENDS AND HIS "TIN LIZZIE" 


The first weekly newspaper published 
in Eau Claire was the Enterprise. Rec- 
ords of this paper are non-existant, 
but the Berrien County Journal was es- 
tablished here in 1878. The Berrien 
Springs Era was established by a Dr. 
McOmber in 1876. Mr. Otto Walsgott sold 
it to Lynn Whipple of Benton Harbor, 
who in turn sold it to John Sterling. 
He formed a publishing company in Ber- 
Tien Springs with T.J. Tormey of Niles. 
From 1925 to 1931 both papers were 
printed in Berrien Springs. Coral Miner. 
began as a reporter and office girl in 
Eau Claire in 1922 and continued until 
1956. The Berrien County Journal was 
combined with the Era in 1931, becoming 
the present weekly published in Berrien 
Springs, the Journal-Era. , 


ee 


In 1880 William Hess settled ona 
farm in section 20, became a farmer, 
Carpenter, and contractor. To him and 
his wife, Susan Bell, were born three 
children: Homer, Core and Pearl (Mrs. 
Fred Bowman). As a young adult Homer 
bought a 230 acre farm. He married 
Etta McIntyre and they had a daughter, 
Verna. When the Hess family moved into 
town, they occupied the house on Pipe- 
stone street which is now the Lutheran 
Parsonage. Homer was president of the 
Eau Claire State Bank from 1912 to 1929. 


dying in 1938. 


Dr. J.H. Herring came to the village 
in 1881. Where he first located is not 
clear, but later his office was estab- 
lished in the building now housing the 
Bowerman Funeral Home. Dr. Herring was 
born in Prussia and educated in Goshen, 
Indiana. He became a naturalized citi- 
zen at the outbreak of the first world 
War. Instead of a flower garden, he 
cultivated an herb garden containing 
many foreign plants, which he used for 
medicine. His home was in the house on 
Berrien street, now owned by H. Hansen. 

Early in 1849 Chauncey Reese brought 
his family to Pipestone Township. Atthet 
time he bought the farm on which he re- 
Sided until his death. A son, C.B. re- 
mained on the farm until he was twenty. 
Then he entered military service during 
the Civil War, which claimed many me n 
at that time. Of them the Adjutant Gen- 
eral wrote, "No state can boast of any 
more heroic band of pioneer fighters th 
than Michigan.” C.B. was a fitting 
member for the "Brothers of the Brush" 
as he always wore a full beard! 


CE 


The last two survivors of the Civil 
War soldiers from Eau Claire were Ben 
Wynn, the ex-postmaster, and George 
Sharpe. Mr. Wynn lived for 99 years, 
Mr. Sharpe died in 1932 
at the age of 8&9. 


Saluting the OLD 


and 
Introducing the NEW 


PRESCRIPTION FARMING INC. 


Home of: 
NUTRILENE FERTILIZER CO. 
and 


MICHIGAN AGRICULTURE CONSULTANT SERVICE 


EAU CLAIRE, MICHIGAN 


ERNEST ABBS MAUDE WARD 
GENE CUTHBERT ETHEL WYNN 
FRANK MITCHEL ALTA CRALL 


UNIDENTIFIED 

Susié Curtis 
JENNIE RINKENBERGER 
A stage coach line was established 
in 1879, running from Niles to Saint 
Joseph. The fare was 75¢! Then in 
1882 the Big Four Railroad mainline 
was laid within a half-mile of the set- 
tlement of Eau Claire. The coming’ of 
the railroad was of major importance to 
the community. An impressive ceremony 
was held and two twelve year old girls 
native to the area cut the ribbons to 
let the first trainpass. They were Cora 
Price Bark and Rose Tennent,both deceas- 
ed. The village was promptly relocated 


to be adjacent to the tracks. Some 
buildings were moved, many new_ ones 
were built. 

First of the new buildings was 


built by Nathan Lovell, a business man 
from Berrien Springs, who erected the 
building which is now the east half of 
Mark's Supermarket. Years later Dennis 
Murphy built the west half. 
| Mr. Lovell was engaged in the saw 
mill and lumber business. His mill was 
run by the power from a dam in Clear 
Water Creek. His home was on Pipestone 
Street west of the Bowman residence. 
He was a member of the State Legisla- 
ture, and later financially interested 
in the Michigan and Alabama Fruit Pack- 
age Company. 

Mr. Walter Ward's Drug Store was 
distinguished for owning the only tele- 


phone in this area, No. I. Telephone 
and telegraph lines were strung in 
1885, and express lines’ established. 


Ward's Drug Store stood on the eastern 
corner of the Main Street and North 
Elm. To the east was’ the Hotel, later 
owned by William Weaver, in which was 
the second telephone, No. II. Mr. 
Weaver, now a nonagerian, lives in the 
Fuller's Rest Home. 


KATHRYN ESALHORST 
VERA STAPELTON 
CELIA Ey 


BERTHA McFARLAND 
LORA KEIGLEY 
ROSWELL ELy 

JOHN BARINGER 

ED VANDERHOOF 
PAUL TUTTLE 


In 1887, Greer and Sons ran a brick 
manufacturing plant located west of the 
former Legion Memorial Hall. Other bus- 
inesses at this time were Niles Milling 
Company and Hinkley's Stove Company. A 
Cider Mill was owned by L. Hoyt and la- 
ter A.C. Rinkenberger converted it into 
a modern vinegar plant. 

The Hoyt home was an imposing and pa- 
latial residence for its day and was a 
"must" sight for visitors to the village 
Across the street from the Hoyt house 
stood a log cabin used as a museum. The 
Hoyt family's monument in the EauClaire 
Cemetery is in the shape of this cabin. 
After their deaths-the cabin was _ sold 
and its museum collection was lost to 
local residents. 

During this early period, other phy- 
Sicians were Dr. Freemeyer and A. C. 
Critchelow, whose office was in the 
house which is now the Whalen - Lybrook 
home. 

Jacob Paul came to take charge of the 
g00ds belonging to Patrick Stapleton 
(deceased) and four years later purcha- 
sed the business, becoming one of the 
leading merchants. His wife was May 
fillson. Their two children were Helen 
and Marion. 

An important business, an aid to all 
fairy farmers, was Pipestone Creamery 
ppened in 1897. In this "modern™ esta- 
blishment were churned 150 pounds of 
butter a day, which sold for 15 to 20¢ 

er pound. Other prices of interest in- 

¢lude these from 1863 when eggs were 8¢ 
per dozen am flour was $3 per barrel. 
In an advertisement from the local pape 
gn “Fine wool suits, $3.95, guaranteed 
#11 wool" were offered by the Hart 
$tore. 


CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE VILLAGE OF EAU CLAIRE 


FOR YOUR FIRST ONE HUNDRED 
YEARS. 


MAY WE ALL ENJOY THE NEXT 
ONE HUNDRED. 


SILVER MILL FROZEN FOODS, INC. 
BOX 145 PHONE HObart 1-4521 


EAU CLAIRE, MICHIGAN 


COMPLIMENTS 


OF 


TRADE LINES 


“Your Shopper’s Guide for Trading Values” 


SOUET 


"Jota Prosi. vere sent Here 
kaa ities os 


SECTION GANGS ON THE RAILROAD 


Dale’s Tavern 


E AU Ch LATS Ree 


FOR THE BEST REFRESHMENT IN TOWN 
—— SEE PAT AND DALE YOUR HOSTS. 


Mh a WE WILL BE 


ale 100 YEARS OLD 
APRIL 1, 2060 


| ena Ty RECEIVING FOR 
DWAN CANNING CO. 


“WONDERLAND ORCHARDS ve 


GERBER PRODUCTS 


EAU CLAIRE 


EAU CLAIRE, MICH. 
Phone 461-4051 


THE OPERA HOUSE UNDER CONSTRUCTION 


In 1900 the Tatman Brothers opened 
the Opera House. Located on the present 
sites of the Carlisle Bennett and Helen 
Scienski homes on North Maple Street, 
it was for many years the recreational 
and cultural center of the community. 
Dances were held there with music pro- 
vided by several orchestras which were 
well known throughout the state and 
middle west. Roller skating, too, was a 
popular recreation in the late 1920's, 
and the Opera House was the most popu - 
lar skating rink in this area. Indepen- 
dent basketball teams played many ex- 
citing and thrilling games in this same 
hall. 

As all things do in the relentless 
march of events, the era of week - end 
smail town dances was destined to end. 
Perhaps more suddenly here, for on an 
early Sunday morning in 1930, after a 
Saturday night dance, the entire build- 
ing was enveloped in flame. Many vil - 
lagers watched helplessly as this center 
of social and civic and patriotic func- 
tions burned to the ground. 

Those who had seen and laughed at the 
terrifically funny man "Charlie" and 
Company of the Franklin Quaker Herb 
medicine shows, felt sadness of loss as 
they realized that an important place 
and building in the village had sudden- 
ly passed into history. Some of the 
saddest watchers were the Girl Scouts, 
who lost on the second floor of the 
building all their extensive equipment. 


PHOTOGRAPHS WERE FUN, TOO! 


Ridiculous props against 
ornate back drops contributed 
humor to many family picture 
albums. 


Compliments Of 


SKINNER’S 
PAINT & BODY SHOP 


Eau Claire 


Compliments Of 


BISHOP’S 
"66 ”’ 
STATION 


Eau Claire 
HObart 1-38 41 


Compliments Of 


KLUG 
FARM EQUIPMENT 
JOHN DEERE & JOHN BEAN 
SALES & SERVICE 


M-62 Eau Claire 


Compliments From 


FIVE CORNERS GARAGE 


HObart 1-491] 


Eau Claire 


Compliments of 


ROEDER'S 
FARM SERVICE 


Eau Claire 


HOBART 1-5311 


Compliments Of 


Eau Claire Restaurant 


“BOBBIE & FRANK WEBER ” 


HObart 1- 3651 


Compliments Of 


the 


ROYAL 
BARBER SHOP 
Eau Claire 


Compliments Of 


MARK’S 
SUPERMARKET 


Eau Claire 


MAIN STREET - MID 1920'S 


In the year 1891 Eau Claire became an 
incorporated village. Founded  fifty- 
four years earlier by a handful of set- 
tlers, its population had grown to 318 
persons. It was now a firmly establis- 
hed and prosperous community. 


ABOVE: New Car Arriving By Sleigh! 
ABOVE RT: Construction of E.C. Garage 
BELOW RT: Fords in a Row! 


The horseless carriage caused as much 
envy in Eau Claire as elsewhere. Will 
Puterbaugh established a Ford dealership 
here in 1913, just twelve years after 
Henry Ford introduced his car. At his 
retirement in 1957, Mr. Puterbaugh was 
honored by the company as the dealer 
with the longest service under one own- 
ership in the state of Michigan. He 
built the structures which presently 
house both the Ford Agency and the Ford 
Tractor Agency. 


Among the merchants and other commer- 
Cial activities of this time were C. N. 


Curtis, flour sifter manufacturers; Ben 
Oppenheim, dry goods; J. B. Day, dry 
goods; Porter, tin smith; J. S. Woods 


grist mills; Nostrant, livery stable; 


Eli Ridenour, cobbler shop. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


FERGUSON & SONS 


EAU CLAIRE, MICHIGAN 


Compliments Of 


BOWERMAN FUNERAL HOME meg ne 
KEN'S GRILL 


Ambulance Service 


Oxygen Equipment Eau Claire 


EAU CLAIRE HO 1-324] 


SOMMER INSURANCE AGENCY 


All Forms of Insurance 
Telephone HObart 1-3282 


EAU CLAIRE, MICHIGAN 


CoMPLIMENTS OF 
CONGRATULATIONS FROM 


Feltons Zephyr Station | Colby & Son 


"The Home of Quick, Super Market 


Friendly Service" 


MAIN STREET 


EAU CLAIRE EAU CLAIRE, MICH. 


WHEN THE EAU CLAIRE LUMBER CO. BURNED 


Probably the biggest single disaster 
the village has ever suffered was the 
“block fire" of 1901. An entire busi- 
ness block burned. Included in the 
losses were the Post Office, a bakery, 
shoe store and one other building. This 
was the block which now stretches from 
Huffman's Quality Store to Newman's. 

To replace the burned block, Russell 
Ely built a brick building which housed 
the Joseph Burns store, andon the upper 
floor the apartment and office of Dr. 
A.C. Rinkenberger. The firs* municipal 
building was attached to the west side 
in 1906. 

West of this was a cement block build- 
ing, a newventure in building materials 
which became the “Stone Store" of Mr. 
and Mrs. H. E. Whalen, who had moved 
from their farm south of town. They had 
the first delivery - message telephone, 
No. III. 


Mr. Whalen had first come to the area 
in 1886. He married Lucy Taylor in 1890 
and they had three daughters: Millie, 
Beulah(Lybrook) and EvangelindWeckler). 
Prior to opening the store, he had been 
assistant postmaster in Niles and amail 
clerk on the railroad. Elected in 1906 
he served several terms as Berrien 
Township supervisor. 


W. G. Sharpe, mentioned earlier, was 
in a lumber business with Jacob Sanders 
and furnished the lumber for. the new 
school and also for the town block that 
burned. Tom Jones and Will Sharpe bought 
produce and sent it to Heinz and Cozart 
in Louisville, Kentucky for processing. 
Other public activities in which Mr. 
Sharpe engaged included the operationof 
the grain elevator which he bought in 
1905. He was also active in civic 
affairs and has held many _ public 
offices. 


Eau Claire Cleaners & Laundry 


Complete Laundry & Dry Cleaning Service 


HOURS - 8:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. 


Phone HObart 1-361] 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


CUTHBERT & GRABEMEYER 


Ford Tractor Sales & Service 
HObart 1-364] 
EAU CLAIRE, MICHIGAN 


Compliments Of 


TOWN & COUNTRY BEAUTY SALON 


HO 1-327] 


MAIN STREET 


Eau Claire, Michigan 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


HERMEL DIE CASTING CORP. 


PHONE - HObart 1-448] 


Eau Claire, Michigan 


Another building innovation in the re- 
built business block was the two-story 
Hezel building. The second story had 
two apartments. On the ground floor it 


housed a hat store, operated by Mrs. 
Jennie Hezel, and a jewelry store. La- 
ter, Mrs. Hezel had the village ‘Ice 


Cream Parlor’. 

In 1905 the West Michigan Nursery Com- 
pany was established, with Harry Bird 
as foreman. Their packing shed. wason 
the Pratt farm. East of Eau Claire, 
there were acres of fruit seeds growing, 
and the shoots were used for grafting 
The men who worked on this project were 
called the “Bud Stick Gang". Tom 
McClure, nonagerian, presently living 
directly across from the Eau Claire 
School, was foreman. 
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H. Esalhorst, born in Germany, was the 
first registered mortician in the vill- 
age. He was also a cabinet maker. At 
that period all funerals were held in 
the churches, but his casket room was 
in the present post office building 
Francis Bowerman followed Mr. Esalhorst 
and opened the first funeral parlor in 
the village. Like Dr. Herring, Mr&sal- 
horst became a naturalized citizen at 
the outbreak of World War I. 

Dr. F.E. Hubbard was physician and te 
health officer for many yearse He was 
noted for his early diagnosis and cure 
of pneumonia,a prevalent disease in the 
early days. He also was an able bone 
setter. His wife was Verna, the pres- 
ent Mrs. Clarence Brooks. 
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EAU CLAIRE 


ON YOUR IOOTH ANNIVERSARY 


Farmers and Merchants National Bank 


The Bank with Free Parking 
and Drive-In Windows 


* 5 Convenient Locations * 


MAIN OFFICE 
94 W. MAIN ST., BENTON HARBOR 


DOWNTOWN DRIVE-IN BANK FAIR PLAIN PLAZA OFFICE 
N. COLFAX & HINKLEY M-139 & NAPIER AVE. 


BRIDGMAN OFFICE STEVENSVILLE OFFICE 
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THE OLD WHALEN FARMHOUSE, NOW 


Z HOME 


THE HENRY PRILLWIT 


FAMILY REUNION - VERE BECKWITH 


IN FOREGROUND 


THE "BUD STICK" GANG 


ALBERT LORD'S SALOON 


CINDER BLOCK HOUSES WERE POPULAR 


CONGRATULATIONS 


and 


BEST WISHES 


To 
The Village Of Eau Claire 


We are proud of the progress made by the Village 
over the years! It is a tribute to the coopera- 
tion we have received from the community and to 
the teamwork of our employees, that Eau €teire 
has today, one of the most efficient and modern 
canneries in the entire state, providing a de- 
pendable market year after year for Asparagus, 
Black Raspberries, Cherries, Blueberries, To- 
matoes, and Apples. We are happy to be a member 
of your community and to have had a part in its 
progress. 


EAU CLAIRE PACKING COMPANY 


ROBERT PAYNE - PRESIDENT 


EAU CLAIRE, MICH. 
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THE OLD CANNING FACTORY AND EMPLOYEES 


The Rinkenberger brothers, A. Ce, 
Lawrence, and Eugene had settled in Ber 
rien Township on a 106 acre tract of 
land in 1897. Dr. A. ©. Rinkenberger 
purchased the Eau Claire Canning Com- 
pany which had been built by Godfrey of 
Benton Harbor. This company was absor- 
bed by Ralph Payne and Potter. Later 
Mr. Payne bought out his partner and 
took his two sons into business with 
him, Robert and Russell. "Bob™ now op- 
erates the plant and has developed it 
into one of the largest and most modern 
canning factory in Michigan. 

Mr. Rinkenberger was also instrumental 


in bringing the John Boyle Creamery here. 


Then, in partnership with his brother 
Lawrence, he organized the Bank of Eau 
Claire. This was a private institution. 


through the 


Pee 


In 1912 the first bank in Eau Claire 
under the control. and supervision of 
the Michigan State Banking Commission 
was organized. It was called the Eau 
Claire State Bank and is still opera- 
ting under that name. its first pres= 
ident was Homer E. Hess, and first 
cashier was Vere Beckwith now president 
of the Farmers’ and Merchants’ National 
Bank of Benton Harbor. Some of the 
early organizers with Hess and Beckwith 
were John Bedford and Frank Gilbert of 
Dowagiac3 George R. Dater of Benton 
Harbor; Roy Clark and George Yetter of 
Eau Claire. 

At his death Harry Hogue was President 
of the Eau Claire State Bank. He was 
born on Hogue Road west of town, one of 
two children of John and Flora Hogue . 
His sister, Mrs. Edith Hogue Kendall, 
was a former Eau Claire teacher and now 
lives in Benton Harbor. Mr. Hogue put 
first’ telephone line in 
his home area, ~later selling it to the 
Bell Telephone Company. He was a farm- 
er, a Sheriff of Berrien County, en 
investor, and a financier. He held 
many public offices, an important one 
being a member of the Welfare Board. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


TILLSTROM INSURANCE AGENCY 


INSURANCE FOR EVERY NEED 


Berrien Center, Michigan 


Phone HObart 1-381] 


Electric Water Pumps ¢ Heaters ¢ Wells 
Plumbing © Complete Service 


Box 334, Berrien Center, Michigan 


Phone HObart 1-591] 


TL 


On a morning following the April 
Spring election in 1922, the Eau Cleire 
State Bank was robbed. This was carried 
out in the best traditional western 
style. As the alarm sounded the bandits 
sped east through the villege in their 
huge touring car. Guns crackled and bu- 
llets left holes in the canvas top and 
in the tires of the vehicle. However, 
the .bandits were not stopped by it. 
Mrs. Jack Claxton, quick-thinking oper- 
ator at the switch board of the phone 
exchange, opened all circuits and re- 
peated over and over into her customers’ 
phones, "The Eau Claire State Bank has 
been robbed and the bandits are headed 


your way!" Mrs. Claxton's message re- 
sulted in prompt barricading of sur- 


rounding roads, so it was only a short 
time before the bandits ran into a hay 
wagon barricade at Berrien Center, cau- 
Sing them to turn west to the inter- 
section of Hochberger Road and the Ber- 
rien Springs Road. Here they bogged 
down in the mud of the unpaved road. 
Abandoning their huge car, they set off 
on foot down through the wilderness of 
the Saint Joseph river bottom. This 
(as it would be even today) proved their 
undoing, and they were soon captured. 


Later they were sentenced to long prison 
state 


terms at the 
Jackson. 


penitentury in 


Sometime between the turn of the cen- 
tury and 1912 an Interurban Railway was 
built and put into operation between 
Benton Harbor and Dowagiac. This rail- 
way ran through the village of Eau 
Claire and many people now living can 
Clearly remember the familiar voice of 
its whistle as it approached andtraveled 
through the village. It was built and 
Operated by tiie Benton Harbor - Saint 
Joseph Railway and Light Company which 
later was ebsorbed by the Indiana and 


Michigan Electric Company. 


Prior to this however, Ben Purrell, 
leader of the House of David, became 
the largest single stockholder in the 
Benton Harbor - St. Joseph Railway and 
Pao CO. Anis, 1 tits alleged, resulted 
in the use of the bearded members of 
the colony as conductors and motormen 
on the street cars of the twin cities. 
"Flying Rollers" they were sometimes 
called. However, these men were never 
used on the Interurban line through the 
village. This railway operetion wes 
soon doomed by the advance of the Semi 
Trailer trucks and the millions of in- 
dividual cars. 

Nevertheless, it was a colorful end 
efficient era of transportation. On its 
daily schedule thru the village seven 
stops were often made. First, as it 
approached the village just east of the 
Fuller Rest Home, was the "Nursery Stop" 
then it continued to the "Five Corners" 
stop; then on into the village with the 
first stop at the school; continuing, 
on to the sub-station or interurban de- 
pot, which was across the street from 
the present Eau Claire Fruit Exchange. 
After crossing the New York Central 
Railroad track, it would make a short 
stop to close the switch. Then it pro- 
ceeded to the center of town and made a 
stop before turning southeast as it left 
the village. This was approximately in 


front of the present post office. This 
also was the farthest east that it 
traveled on the Main Street. It then 


turned south through the present site 
of the Huddleston Standard Service Sta- 
tion and continued on to the LynnStreet 
stop just south and east of the John 
Schadt residence. From here it contin- 
ued to Dowagiac. 

Some of the right of way can still be 
seen especially east and west of Lynn 
Street. The railwey grede is still 
there, although the ties and rails have 
been long since removed. 

The last interurban passed through 
Eau Claire sometime in June or July of 
1928, marking the end of an era, and 
leeving many memories for those whocen 
recall the big voice of the interurban. 

Economically it served a very real 
and important part in the trensportation 
of fruit and farm produce to the boat 
docks in Benton Harbor and Saint Joe. 
From here most of the farm produce was 
shipped ecross the lake by boat to the 
markets of Chicago. 


YOUR PROTECTION IS OUR BUSINESS 


* FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS x 


Auto — Life —Fire— Windstorm 
Hospitalization & Income Protection 


BERRIEN CENTER PHONE 
R.1 at Smith Lake HObart 1-561] 


Complimertts toe Eau Claire Centennial 


SOUERS CONSTRUCTION CO. 


GENERAL CONTRACTING 


Steel Buildings A Specialty 


Phone HObart 1-6156 EAU CLAIRE, MICHIGAN 


FAMILIAR 
SIGHT! 


NEW CARS 
ARRIVED 
BY 
INTERURBAN 


SHIPPING FRESH 
PRODUCE ON 
THE INTERUREAN 


THREE MODES 
OF TRANSPORTATION 


John M. Glassman 


"Your Friendly Auctioneer” 


R.R. 4, DOWAGIAC, MICH. STate 2-7729 


oN 


Real Estate - Personal Property 


 /= Live Stozk - 


Complete Liquidation of all kinds 


BASKET FACTOR. 


BAU-CURTRE MICH, 309. 


rs 


Located on Basket Factory Road, now vision the factory was moved to Grand 
Called old Pipestone Road was a factory Crossing at Benton Harbor. During the 
which manufactured packages for the 20's Clayton Hogue, now deceased, had 
fruit area. It was built adjacent to a patent on the EZ Pak which was in 
the railroad which provided necessary demand all over the fruit area. During 
frieght facilities. Local timber was the height of the production season 
plentiful and easily accessible as raw 200 persons were often employed for 
material. Among the early owners were "piece" work. 


George Tatman and Gail Handy, a great 
uncle of State Representative Gail Handy 


Also Frank Deaner, Sr. was a 
major stockholder. Early in 
the century the Basket Factory 
burned. When it was rebuilt 
it was reorganized and under 
new management. Later the con- 
trolling interest was secured 
by Ivan Minderhout and Harry 
Lane. During their super- 


Formulators and 
Distributors of 
Better Chemicals 
for a Growing 
America 


HAVILAND AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL CO. 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 


WAREHOUSE: KALAMAZOO Fireside 2-9848 
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The beauty spot of the community was 
a grove at the southwest edge of the 
village on Hoyt's Hill. Many picnics 
of the "The '60's" were held there and 
Fourth of July celebrations. In 1914 
it was dedicated to the village as 
Elizabeth Park by the Herrick family, 
in memory of his wife, Elizabeth. At 
present the village water tower is lo- 
cated there. 

In the winter of 1923 and 1924 an ep- 
idemic of diptheria invaded the villaga 
Weekly swabs from the throats of the 
students at the school were taken in 
hope of checking the growth of the ep- 
idemic. Carriers of the disease, from 
the findings on the throat swabs through 
the health department in Lansing, were 
quickly isolated and confined to their 
homes. The diligent and painstaking 
work of the village doctors, together 
with the innovation of the new anti- 
toxin serum, saved many lives and the 
epidemic was halted. Doctors practicing 
at that time in the village were J. H. 
Herring, F. E. Hubbard ( who was also 
health officer ) and a _ newly arrived 
Dr. Swan. 


SI eisai, Sra ae 
LAS Cat 28 
te i 

é \ 


soma (an Tear et st-is 


ee = aot om. emg 


t* 


bia fe LIZA PARK: EAM CORR 
$080 gL IZARETH CARN: Eau 


pee 


In 1930 the great depression came to 
Eau Claire and all peoples were economi- 
cally affected by it. Because of the 
lack of money, home and community en- 
tertainment filled the gap of economic 
privations. Checkers were played agains 
a new innovation called jig saw puzzles 
was popular3 and the new game Monopoly 
let poor people pretend to be successful 
financiers! Many small clubs were for- 
med and the old standbys of Cribbage, 
Five Hundred, Pinochle and Euchre were 
played among friends. 

In 1932 the government P.W.A. dug and 
laid several county drains in the vil- 
lage. One large drain was laid down the 
alley between Main- and Pipestone 
streets. This was dug mainly by local 
hand laborers. 

Also during the great depression came 
the era of the village free shows. A 
full length movie was shown at an out- 
door location during the summer months. 
Sponsored by local merchants, a new 
film was shown each week. These free 
shows were perhaps the most successfully 
attended social gatherings in the 
history of the village. 


CALIFORNIA CHEMICAL COMPANY 


ORTHO DIVISION 


BENTON HARBOR, MICHIGAN 


PESTICIDES - FUNGICIDES - _ FERTILIZERS 


“HELPING THE WORLD GROW BETTER” 


* 


FAMILIAR FARM SCENES AT THRESHING TIME 


NOW OWNED BY FRANKLIN PRILLWITZ 
THE BARN ON THE BERRIEN SPRINGS 
ROAD IS STILL IN USE. 


ELDERLY FARM COUPLE 


PICTURE TAKEN 1912 


FUN FOR EVERYONE! 


LANSING, MICHIGAN 


EXTENDS ITS CONGRATULATIONS 


AND BEST WISHES FOR CONTINUED 


SUCCESS Or THE |PEOREESR@E 


EAU CLAIRE IN ITS CENTENNIAL YEAR 


imsecticides - Fungicides - Herbicides - Dusts 
——— 


, 


In late 1936 and early 1937 a feeling 
of the importance of acquiring a new in- 
dustry for Eau Claire became more and 
more apparent. The Berrien County 
Package Company which had been the large 
labor - employing industry had moved to 
Benton Harbor. At the regular meeting 
of the town council on the 9th day of 
November, 1936, a motion voted on and 
passed was, quote: "To instruct the 
president of the village to appoint a 
Committee to investigate the possibili- 
ties of obtaining a manufacturing plant 
in the village." 

On the ninth day of May, 1938, the 
village council in its regular session 
granted the Hobby Club permission to 
use a portion of the Village Hall as a 
public library. This official act was 
the birth of the beautiful library now 
housed in the new village municipal 
building. 

Sometime later the Hobby Club changed 
its name to the Eau Claire LibraryClub 
This organization gave to the village 
with financial help from the townships 
of Berrien and Pipestone, and the vil- 
lage, as well as many other private 
contributions, a Public Library. This 
rated editoral comment from the News 
Palladium, published in Benton Harbor, 
as “an outstanding community achieve- 
ment". 


Basket Faciory, Eau Claire, Mich. 


The Eau Claire Women's Study 
Club is the oldest club in the villaga 
It was organized in 1901 under the name 
Eau Claire Bay View Reading Circle; 
became county federated in 1923; and in 
1924 changed the name to Women's Study 
Club. Some of the early presidents 
were Mesdames Effie Ferry, Rowena Ward, 
Millie Richards, Anna Fields, Mary 
Herring, and Rebecca Crall. 
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As it did in 1917, again in 1941 war 
came to our country. In 1917 many young 
men left families and friends to join 
in the defense of our country. So again 
it was in 1941 only this time many more 
were called. Many came back when it 
was over, others gave their all and 
never returned. A_ sacrifice had been 
asked for which was valiantly met by 
many boys so that our beloved country 
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DOWAGIAC ROAD EAST OF EAU CLAIRE 


CORONA CHEMICALS 


is proud to be associated with 


Eau Claire 


and the surrounding regionon the occasion of its 
Centennial Colebration 
May the future be bright! 


f £5 D. 


EAU CLAIRE, MICHIGAN 


CORONA CHEMICAL DIVISION 


PITTSBURGH PLATE GLASS COMPANY 


MILWAUKEE 1, WISCONSIN ° MOORESTOWN, N. J. 


THE EAU CLAIRE GREENS - 1909 


TOP ROW: LAWRENCE RINKENBERGER BOTTOM ROW CON'T. Max TuTTLeE 
Roscoe BOWMAN Eb VANDERHOOK 
JACK SANDERS GEORGE BOOKWALTER - 
EUGENE MICHAEL HARRY HOGUE 
GEORGE CUTHBERT ANGUS MURPHY 


CHARLIE MICHAEL 
BOTTOM ROW: ~~ Ross SHINDLEDECKER 


CHAMPIONSHIP BASKETBALL 
TEAM OF, 1915. - 1916 


FRONT ROW: 
IN 1954 THE EAU CLAIRE HIGH SCHOOL 
Lowell Palmer FOOTBALL TEAM WENT THE ENTIRE SEASON 
Wells Kaiser UNDEFEATED AND UNTIED TO BECOME THE 
| "BIG EIGHT™ CHAMPIONS. 
BACK ROW: 
J TEAM MEMBERS WERE: 
George.Urich 
Kenneth Tatman Bos RAKAUSK | Don NicHOoLs 
William Tatman Gus GUSTAFSON Jim ROSENBAUM 
RON KUNST GeorGeE DOHM 
PHIL ALEXIS JERRY MITCHELL 
RONALD GUERTEL JACK EPPLE 


JOHN BAILEY 


CONGRATULATIONS 


x 
EAU CLAIRE 


ON YOUR CENTENNIAL 


Niagara Chemical Division 


BENTON HARBOR 


FRONT ROW: 


JULY 4, 1906, MANTON MILLER DRIVING A 
WEST MICHIGAN NURSERY TEAM 


SECOND ROW: 


ORPHA (SHAUL) LUNDBERG 
Maupe (BURTON) BRENNERMAN 
PEARL (PALMER) EMERSON 
PEARL (MICHAEL) MYRKLE 
IpA (CRANDELL) McPoWELL 
Crete (REED) TONEY 

BERTHA (MCFALLON) WILDER 
CeLia (Ety) HUNT 
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JULY 4, 1920 at 
SOUTH HAVEN PARK 


BACK ROW: 


FERN (KENDALL) FERGUSON 
FRONA ENCES: PARRISH 
MAUDE PRESTON 

ONA ENDERS 

MAE (LAMORE) NOSTRANT 
MABLE (PRESTON) DEAN 


Amy (HANKS) TIDEY 
LiLLiAN PUTERBAUGH 
KATHR INE ESALHORST 


STREET SCENE - JULY 4 


“ wetcomes.. We're NOT 
— —— _ 

100 years old 

| ) ZI YET =o But... 


...when if comes to knowhow, service 


and quality products, we’re experienced 


far beyond our actual years... 


DURING THE PAST 100 YEARS EAU CLAIRE HAS SHOWN REAL PROGRESS 
AND WE ARE PROUD TO BE A BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENT IN EAU CLAIRE. 
THIS PROGRESS DID NOT OCCUR BY ACCIDENT, HOWEVER. IT IS THE RESULT 
OF DREAMS COME TRUE THROUGH CAREFUL PLANNING AND HARD WORK. WE AT 
Eau Crairne Fruit EXCHANGE HAVE BOTH DREAMS AND PLANS FOR THE 
FUTURE WHiCH WILL HELP US GROW WITH OUR VILLAGE IN ITS SECOND CEN- 
TURY OF PROGRESS. STATED SIMPLY, WE WILL WORK TO BETTER SERVE AND 
SATISFY OUR CUSTOMERS. 

THAT'S WHY OUR PLANS {NCLUDE CONTINUING TO OFFER WAYNE FEEDS 
FOR POULTRY AND LIVESTOCK. WAYNE, OVER THE YEARS, HAS ESTABLISHED 
AN OUTSTANDING REPUTATION FOR QUALITY PRODUCTS. Ano WAYNE MAKES A 
COMPLETEGL INE = =. A FEED FOR EVERY NFED. (IN THE EAU CLAIRE AREA 
WAYNE MAKES AVAILABLE THROUGH US OVER 75 DIFFERENT QUALITY FEEDS, ) 
ADDED TO THIS, WAYNE SHOWS EVIDENCE OF PROGRESSIVE PLANS FOR THE 
FUTURE. AT THE 360 ACRE WAYNE RESEARCH FARM NEW FEEDING FORMULAS 
ARE CONSTANTLY BEING DEVELOPED, TESTED AND IMPROVED IN ORDER TO 
HELP WAYNE FEEDERS LOWER THE COST OF PRODUCING MEAT, MILK, AND 
EGGS. THIS PLAN TO HELP FEEDERS GET MORE FOR THEIR MONEY FITS IN 
WITH OUR OWN PLANS. 

THE FUTURE IS OURS TO MOLD AS WE WISH..TO PLAN FOR...TO WORK 
FOR...TO LIVE IN. -IN EAU CLAIRE, WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT THE FUTURE 
HOLDS MUCH PROMISE, 


EAU CLAIRE 
FRUIT EXCHANGE, INC. 


Eau Claire, Mich. © Phone HObart 1-4571 


CORNET BAND MEMBERS 


TOP ROW 


JAKE MANGOLD 
JESSE HANKS 
Bitt HANKS 
Bitt LONG 


FAVORITE PASTIME - BENCH SITTING! 


MIDDLE ROW BOTTOM ROW 


WALDO PAINTER HowARD EVANS 
JOHN BARINGER WitBUR LAMOoRE 


FRANK BowERS 


LESTER SNAVLEY 


Emery CARPENTER DELBERT YOUNG 


FRiITz Woop 


GRANT CARPENTER 


Fal 32 
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EAU CLAIRE'S FIRST BLOSSOM FLOAT 


hi ate BB 


prams 


Each Cover Spray 


Will Stick and Stay 


READ HOW ALLIED CHEMICAL’S AMAZING 
PLYAC CAN HELP YOU CUT SPRAY COSTS 
BY MAKING YOUR SPRAYS WORK BETTER 


Plyac saves you money because it helps all 
your sprays stick better . . . last longer—even in 
rainy weather when most sprays tend to wash 
off easily. 

Plyac saves you time and work, too! You do 
less re-spraying ... stretch the time between 
sprays. 

Plyac Spreader-Sticker is a non-oil type prod- 
uct in easy-to-use liquid form. Can be added to 
wettable powders, sprays and emulsifiable con- 
centrates. You need only 2 to 4 ounces for every 
100 gallons of spray mixture. 

For more effective pest control from your cover 
sprays this season—be sure to add Plyac. 


llied 


Serving Agricu/ture 
from Coast to Coast 


hemical 


Liquid Polyethylene Spreader-Sticker 


FOR YOUR COVER SPRAYS 


To get healthier looking, better priced fruit . 
use these dependable General Chemical Orchard? 
Brand products . . . and_remember to add Plyac 
for maximum effectiveness! 


TDE for Red Banded Leaf Roller and other pests. 
Available as 25% TDE Emulsifiable Concentrate 
and 50% TDE Wettable Powder. 


CENITOX® DDT for Codling Moth, other major 
insects. Available as 50% and 75% DDT Wettable 
Powders. 


TEDION for mite control right up to harvest. 


Also: Malathion, Lead Arsenate, Ovex, TEPP, 
Parathion and such fungicides as Phygon Wet- 
table Powder, Micro-Dritomic® Sulfur and 
Ferbam Wettable Powder. 


GENERAL CHEMICAL DIVISION 


511 E. Paterson Street, P.O. Box 869, 
Kalamazoo 13, Michigan 


EAU CLAIRE FRUIT EXCHANGE GRAIN ELEVATOR 
BURNED, OCTOBER 1951 


THE NEWS - PALLADIUM 


BENTON HARBOR 


THE HERALD PRESS 


Se JOSEPH 


RADIO STATION WHFB AND WHFB-FM 


Giving Couthureitonn (ae finest 


ne ee 


LOOKING EAST FROM MAIN & LYNN 


Following World War II, the great de- 
sire for an industrial boom was onagain 
It was similar to the one which had been 
experienced in 1936. 

At a special meeting 
Council March 2, 1945, the following 
resolution was adopted: "That the vil- 
lage of Eau Claire purchase that piece 
of the Massey Farm being approximately 
24 acres in quantity and lying north of 
Main Street and west of the New York 
Central Railroad right of way." 

This ection resulted in the Crystal 
Brook subdivision. As a further result 
the Eau Claire industrial area extends 
north and west with the Michigan Tube 
Company to the south and east along the 
rdilroad to and including the EauClaire 
Packing Company, which has over long 
years of continuous growth provided 
seasonal employment for large numbers 
of residents and year-round employment 
for many. 


of the Town 


In the early 1950's the Eau Claire 
Fire Department became part of agreater 
and larger unit, the Pipestone and Ber- 
rien Townships and Villege of Eau€laire 
Fire Department. This volunteer fire 
department is one of which any community 
much larger could be justly proud. 

Also in the early 1950's came the 
much needed village water system, 
started through council action in 1948- 
1949 affording sanitary water supply 
and fire protection to the lives of 
some 600 people. 


LOOKING WEST FROM LYNN & MAIN 


The paving and widening of MainStreet 
came in the middle 1950's bringing a 
much=needed uniform sidewalk grade and 
new sidewalks. 

In 1959 - 1960 a new municipal build- 
ing was constructed to house the fire 
equipment of the village and townships, 
a new council chamber, rest room facili- 
ties, a new jail for temporary prisoners 
and the new library. This was completed 
in 1961. 

Soon the construction of anew, at- 
tractive and functional post office will 
be started. Also, a new bank building 
is on the planning boards. Each of 
these new public service buildings will 
add their emphasis to the continuing 
evidence of progress in this small, but 
continually growing community. : 

So it is in this village of EauClairg 
Michigan, no great events happened that 
shook the earth 3 yet in the great firm- 
ament of the United States of America 
the tiny star of Eau Claire shines 
brightly for it is a One Hundred Year 
Story of the greatest thing in America 
-- IT'S PEOPLE. 

In the geographical bosom called Eau 
Claire, some people have lived their 
entire lives; others moved in and moved 
away$3 and some stayed on. All awoke, 
ate, worked, and slept here, finding in 
one way or another their physical, 
social, economical and spiritual destiny 

This is the old and wonderful story 
of the greatness of America which will 
live forevermore. 
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oeuvre CENTENNIAL 


CELEBRATION 


Just as you have progressed 
over the past 100 years so 
has Whirlpool progressed in 
the Twin Cities over the past 


50 years. 


Since the Upton Machine Company was 
first founded November ll, 191], we, 
through progress, confident leadership, 
and the continued effort on the part of 
all our employees, have built and sold 
the many quality Whirlpool products. 
The newest among them is our 29-inch 
ULTIMATIC--the washer that also dries 
clothes. 


29” WHIRLPOOL ULTAMATIC 


THE EMPLOYEES OF 


CORPORATION 


IN THE TWIN CITIES AREA 
WISH TO ADD THEIR CONGRATULATIONS 


Hickory Street Hill, Eau Claire. Mich. 


oo <> tent tS oe 


—— 


Clearwater Creek. 
Eau Claire, Mich. 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 8 

All Day and Evening - Rides and Concessions - W.G. Wade Shows 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9 

Bozzo the Clown 

All Day and Evening - Rides and Concessions - W.G. Wade Shows 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 10 

1:00 P.M. - Post Office Ground Breaking Ceremonies 


2:30 P.M. 


Kiddies’ Parade 

Free Act: Song & Dance by Sue Ann Sundin from Benton Harbor, Mich. 
Free Act: Dance of the Isle 

Crowning of Centennial King and Queen, Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Puterbaugh 
Street Dance, open to the public at no charge. Music by Will Harmon 
Orchestra of Benton Harbor, playing until midnight. 


MuSiC FOR THIS OCCASION IS PROVIDED BY A GRANT FROM MUSIC PERFORMANCE TRUST FUNDS 
OF THE RECORDING INDUSTRIES BY THE COOPERATION OF LOCAL #232, AMERICAN FEDERATION 
oF MUSICIANS. 


730 P.M. - Free Act - Dance of the Isle, also lesson on same 
300 P.M. - Prize Drawing 


RIDES AND CONCESSIONS, ALL DAY AND EVENING. W.G. WADE SHOWS, AND LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 11 
Bozzo the Clown 
3:30 P.M. - Kiddies’ games and contests on Lutheran School Grounds 


5:00 P.M. - Family Basket Picnic Lunch 
Greased Pig Race 
Horse Shoe Pitching Contest 

6:30 P.M. - Jack May's Popeye Theatre 
7:00 P.M. - Free Act - Song & Dance by Sue Ann Sundin from Benton Harbor, Mich. 
7:30 P.M. - Dance of the Isle 
8:00 P.M. - Costume and Beard Judging 
8:30 P.M. - Dance of the Isle, also lesson on same 
9:00 P.M. - Prize Drawing 

RiDES AND CONCESSIONS, ALL DAY AND EVENING, W.G. WADE SHOWS, AND LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 12 

Bozzo the Clown 
9:00 A.M. - Jack May's Popeye Theatre 
11:00 A.M. - Ox Roast 
3:00 P.M. - Grand Parade 
6:00 P.M. - Horse Pulling Contest 
6:30 P.M. - Free Act - Song & Dance by Sue Ann Sundin from Benton Harbor, Mich. 
7:00 P.M. - Dance of the Isle 
7:30 P.M. - Free Act - Girls' Tap Dance Group 
8:00 P.M. - Hammond Organ Concert 
6:30 P.M. - Dance of the Isle, also lesson on same 
9:00 P.M. - Prize Drawing for Grand Prize 
9:30 P.M. - Aerial Fire Works Display 

RIDES AND CONCESSIONS, ALL DAY AND EVENING. W.G. WADE SHOWS, AND LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS 


Compliments of 


V-M CORPORATION 


NEW PRODUCTS CORPORATION 


MODERN PLASTICS CORPORATION 


EAU CLAIRE CENTENNIAL ASSOCIATION, INC. 


EAU CLAIRE, MICHIGAN 


AL CHASE « ¢ 
GENERAL CHAIRMAN sip Mela 
EUGENE SCHLEGEL e e DORIS KESTERKE 
FIRST VICE*CHAIRMAN TREASURER 


CHARLES LASTNER , 


SECOND VICE-CHAIRMAN e SHIRLEY PUCHEU 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 


___COMMEMORAT ING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE EAU CLAIRE POST OFFICE, NOVEMBER 7, 1861 


To the Citizens of Eau Claire 


At a Chamber of Commerce meeting, Gene Schlegel said, "You know our 
Community is One Hundred years old, The Post Office was established at Five 
Corners, don't you think we should have a Centennial?" 


It was a unanimous decision to go ahead and have a real good celebra- 
tion. We started gathering information from other towns and utilized all 
sources of information we could think of that could help in this project. 


There are two basic ways that Centennials sre handled. One way is to 
contract with a professional company to do the whole job. This costs money 
but is the easy way. The second way is to do the job ourselves. This is the 
hard way. It requires the cooperation of many and to get the required co- 
operation is usually very difficult. 


We decided to do it the hard way and I am glad we did. Why? because 
it showed what we could do in the Eau Claire Area. 


There is an organizational chart included in this program. This chart 
will tell vou many of the people (not all, but many) that helped in this 
large project. This chart will not tell you how much each one did, but all 
of these folks, and others deserve a vote of thanks from the Community. 


I wish to take this opportunity to express my thanks and sincere 
appreciation to all persons on the various Committees who have given 
much of their time to make this a real celebration and to the whole area 
for the enthusiastic support and cooperation during this Centennial project. 


Eau Claire Centennial Association 


ae 
Al Chase, Chairman 


HILL’S 


OUR 33th 


WE ARR: 


Eau Claire 


~ ~O& 


THIRTEEN YEARS 


OF 
PROGRESS 


SENIOR 


TOM McCLURE BILL WEAVER 
Age: 97 Yrs. Age: 94 Yrs. 
FRED BARK JIM BILLINGS 


Age: 90 Yrs. Age: 89 Yrs. 


MRS. ELLA CADY 
Age: 100 Yrs. 


CITIZENS 


Fruit Grower's Package Co. 


Paw Paw, Michigan 


TELEPHONE - PAW PAW 50Il 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


FRUIT PACKAGES 


« 12 QT. CLIMAX BASKETS 
" 4 QT. CLIMAX BASKETS 
* BUSHEL BASKETS 

«= '/, BUSHEL BASKETS 


pe OS OTP CRATES 
oe Ae eGRALES 


Udlage of Eau Catre 


EAU CLAIRE, MICHIGAN 


To the Citizens of Our Community 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 


It is an honor and a privilege to serve as Eau 
Claire*ts village president during the first centennial 
celebration of the establishment of the Village name, 

I wish to express to each of you the gratitude of the 
Village of Eau Claire for the part which you are taking 
in making this a successful celebration. 


The history of our community during the past one 
hundred years is one of which we may all be justly 
proud. AS we begin our second century, those of us who 
are privileged to celebrate this centennial renew our 
pledge of loyalty. 


The Almighty has bountifully endowed the Eau Claire 
community and its people during its existence, May those 
who carrv on continue the wise and prudent use of 


these endowments, 


SODUS, MICHIGAN 
- BENTON HARBOR = WALNUT 


“Congratulations ” 


CENTENNIAL 


SCENES 


OUR 70 YEARS 


OF SERVICE TO THE FRUIT GROWERS OF THIS AREA 
DATES BACK TO THE OLD EAU CLAIRE PACKAGE CO. 
OPERATED BY GAIL HANDY, MR. BEDFORD AND 
FRANK DEANER . 


We Extend Our Qrestings te the Village of Cau Claire 
on the Colobuition of iti Cuitonual 


Ready To Serve You With Your Package Needs 


Frank L. Deaner & Son, Inc. 


SODUS, MICHIGAN 


GRACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH ano SCHOOL 
EAU CLAIRE, MICHIGAN 


EWALD W. TACKE, PASTOR RONALD MANTHE, PRINCIPAL 
PHONE: HO 1-509! ; PHONE: HO 1-85573 


July 10, 1961 


Mr. Al Chase, 
Chairman of the 
Eau Claire Centennial Committee 


Dear Fellow Citizens: 


Congratulations are in place! But who is to congratulate whom on the 
occasion of a town's centennial celebration? Should a man of 100 years 
congratulate himself when he has reached that age? 


No, indeed, on this 100th Birthday of Eau Claire, Michigan, all citizens 
in and around the town should rather humbly give all glory to God for the 
many material and spiritual blessings which they and their forefathers have 
enjoyed in the past, and are still enjoying today. Acknowledging our utter 
unworthiness as sinful tourists here on earth, all of us should plead with 
God for Jesus' sake to forgive us our many sins of disobedience and ingrati- 
tude. If we but think back, we will readily give thanks now. 


"Except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain," the 
Psalmist says. And God through the mouth of Moses also exhorts us, the in- 
habitants in and around Eau Claire, saying in Deuteronomy 6, 12-20: “Beware 
that thou forget not the Lord, thy God,..... lest when thou hast eaten and 
art full and hast built goodly houses and dwelt therein, -..-.- and all that 
thou hast is multiplied, then thine heart be lifted up and thou forget the 
Lord, thy God, ..... and thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of 
mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. And it shall be, if thou do at all 
forget the Lord, thy God, and walk after other gods, and serve them, and wor- 
ship them, ...-. ye shall surely perish, because ye would not be obedient 
unto the voice of the Lord, your God." 


The members of Grace Lutheran Church do thank our Savior-God for having 
granted us the privilege of preaching and hearing the saving Gospel of Christ 
in this town and community the last forty years of this past "century", and 
for having our own Christian Day School more than ten years, a grade school 
where we prepare children for citizenship for this life here on earth, but 
also for heaven, that city fair and high, above all. 


May the Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom has been given all authority in 
heaven and on earth, continue to be merciful to all old and young, in our 
town and its surrounding countryside! 


Sincerely yours, 


SSS Py 


Ewald W. Tacke 
Minister 


Centennial Best Wishes 


from 


Producers Creamery 


MILK & ICE CREAM 


BENTON HARBOR WA 6-6153 


PyRAMID OIL COMPANY 
ayy 


5300 PAW PAW AVE. 


BENTON HARBOR, MICHIGAN 


PHILLIPS “66” Phillins KENDALL 
GASOLINE (66) MOTOR OILS 


MOTOR OILS LUBRICANTS 
LUBRICANTS ® 


ACCESSORIES Phone WA 6-82"66” 


Phill-upe with Phillipe "66" 


Le EE 


CENTENNIAL SCENES 
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‘Serene seine 
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Compliments of 


Dean's Dairy 


BERRIEN SPRINGS, MICHIGAN 


NATURAL GAS IS AVAILABLE 
EAU CLAIRE 


for 
e COOKING e AIR CONDITIONING 
° WATER HEATING ¢ HEATING 
e REFRIGERATION e INCINERATION 


¢ CLOTHES DRYING 
° INDUSTRIAL and COMMERCIAL USE 


MICHIGAN GAS UTILITIES CO. 


170 WALL STREET TELEPHONE 
BENTON HARBOR, MICHIGAN WAInut 6-827] 


The Community Congregational Church 
EAU CLAIRE, MICHIGAN 


Ltoyp A. ZOSCHKE, MINISTER 


July 8, 1961 


Mr. Al Chase 
Chairman of the Eau Claire 
Centennial Committee 


Dear Mr. Chase: 


I wish to extend an invitation to the Brothers of the Brush 
and the Centennial Belles and their families to worship with 
us on Sunday, August 13, 1961 at Eleven O 'clock. We ask 
them to come in Costume. This is fitting for the occasion. 


Whenever our founding Fathers pushed Westward into the wild- 
erness of the North West Territory (of which Michigan is now 
a part) the church went with them. Our forefathers came to 
these shores primarily to worship God according to the dic- 
tates of their own hearts. This is our American Heritage. 


Sincerely, 


Z Lloyd A. schke 


Ministe 


PRILLWITZ FARM SUPPLY 


M-139 BENTON HARBOR 
at 194 WA 5- 9169 
YOUR CASE FARM EQUIPMENT DEALER 
COMPLETE SALES & SERVICE 


Headquarters for: 
MYERS SPRAYERS HOWARD ROTAVATORS 
WOODS BRUSH CUTTERS GREEN GRAPE HOES 
POWELL TRANSPLANTERS IRRIGATION SUPPLIES 


“YOUR SATISFACTION GUARANTEED” 


Congratulations Z 


Peart Grance Fruit EXCHANGE 


Phone WA 5-0627 


CENTENNIAL 


You Can 
BANK By MAIL 


A postage-free envelope, deposit slip and complete easy instructions 
are provided. This convenient service is rapidly growing in popu- 


larity with our busy checking account and saving aecount deposi- 
tors. , 


Get full information from any officer or teller ... or write to: 


UCB 


INTER-CITY BANK 


BENTON HARBOR e BUCHANAN ¢ BARODA « GALIEN 
(Combining Tradition with Timeliness) 


A MEMBER OF FEDERAL. DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORP, 


Compliments of 


DWAN’S HOME CANNING COMPANY 


Subsidiary of 
THE C. H. MUSSELMAN COMPANY 


PLANTS 


ST. JOSEPH --- PAW PAW 
MICHIGAN 


1961 
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DON SPRUNG CHEVROLET CO. 


BERRIEN SPRINGS, MICH. 
PHONE GR 3-465] GR 3-4661 


NEW & USED CARS - TRUCKS 


PLUS 


A Quality Service Dept. to Serve You 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


MICHIGAN FRUIT CANNERS, INC. 


BENTON HARBOR — SOUTH HAVEN —_ FENNVILLE 
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COMPLIMENTS OF 


Red Hen Turf Farm 


NOWLEN LUMBER CO. 
Building Headquarters 


156 W. MAIN PHONE WA 6-2177 


BENTON HARBOR, MICHIGAN 


PATTON BROTHERS 
GENERAL mn ELECTRIC 
APPLIANCES hy TELEVISION 


SERVING EAU CLAIRE FOR 33 YEARS 


200 EMPIRE - BENTON HARBOR - MAIN ST. - WATERVLIET 


CoMPLIMENTS OF 


Crystal Springs Florist 


FLOWERS BY WIRE Telephone WA 5-1167 


“GREENHOUSE - FRESH FLOWERS FOR EVERY OCCASION” 


1475 Pipestone St. Benton Harbor, Mich. 


GRAND PARADE PARTICIPANTS 
SATURDAY, AUG. 12, 1961, 3:00 P.M. 


Eau CLAIRE FIRE DEPARTMENT = 
PANEL TRUCK & BIG TRUCK 


SURREY WITH PARADE MARSHALL AND Miss 
BLOSSOMT IME 


DIGNITARIES DIVISION 
P.O. REPRESENTATIVE 
P.O. REPRESENTATIVE 


Don PEARS, SPEAKER OF STATE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 


Gait HANDY, STATE REPRESENTATIVE, THIS 
DISTRICT 


NieL TICE, PIPESTONE TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR 
FRED HUDSON, BERRIEN TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR 


Acvin CHASE, GENERAL CHAIRMAN OF THE 
CENTENNIAL 


EUGENE SCHLEGEL, FIRST VICE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE CENTENNIAL 


CHARLES LASTNER, SECOND VICE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE CENTENNIAL 


KinG & QUEEN OF CENTENNIAL = MR. & MRs. 
ALVIN PUTERBAUGH 


E.C. FLOAT wiTH Miss Eau CLAIRE, CAROLE KAISER 

SENIOR CiTIZENS DIVISION 

WM, WEAVER - 94 YRS. 

Tom McCLuRE - 97 YRS. 

Jim BILLINGS - 89 YRS, 

FRED BARK = 90 YRS. 

ELta Capy - 100 YEARS 

Lions CLuB FLOAT 

LARGE WAGON DRAWN BY BEAUTIFUL TEAM WITH 
HAYRIDE OF BLOSSOM QUEENS FROM THE 
NEIGHBORING COMMUNITIES. 

FRAME'S OXEN AND COVERED WAGON 

ELMER EASTON = ONE WHEEL BICYCLE 

TRYON 4-H Horse UNIT 

PAYNE'S 6=PoNY HITCH WITH WAGON 

GarRY TILLSTROMS MopEL T MAIL TRUCK 

BENSON TIRE Car #1 

BENSON Titre Car #2 


CALEDONIA KILTIE BAND 


BERRIEN CoUNTY SHERIFF'S PosSE 


- 


Bop SPRAGUE'S BicycLeE (WOOD WHEELED) 
Bos SprAGuUE'S CAR 

HERMAN KLUG'S ANTIQUE TRACTOR 
Payne's Pony & COVERED WAGON 


Rep Cross UNIT STATION WAGON, VOLUNTEERS 
iN UNIFORMS 


FRANK SHOOP & WIFE IN COSTUME ON HORSEBACK 
TWEEDLERS FROM BERRIEN SPRINGS 

LARRY SKINNERS ANTIQUE AUTO 

LARRY SKINNERS ANTIQUE AuTO No, 2 


Horse DRAWN WAGON, FRANKLIN PRILLWTIZ 
FAMILY IN COSTUME 


BERRIEN SPRINGS FLOAT 

WONDERLAND ORCHARD'S ANTIQUE TRUCK 

CARLTON KERSTETTER, ANTIQUE AUTO 

STOVER FIFE AND Drum Corps 

SKINNER'S SMALL TRACTOR 

CARL SCHLIPP FAMILY IN COSTUME, ANTIQUE AUTO 
Dick SKINNER'S IN COSTUME, ANTIQUE AUTO 
THEISEN CLEMENS OIL WAGON 


SANDY PRILLWITZ, RICKEY STALEY &-OTHERS IN 
Horse UNIT 


6=Pony HITCH WITH WAGON 

Biue Devits CoLor GuARD 

GoLpEN EAGLES DruM & BuGLe Corps 
DALE MILLS BEER WAGON PULLED By ANGUS TEAM, 
Group oF ANTIQUE AUTOS 

TEAMS FROM CHESTERTON, INDIANA 
GALIEN KANGAROO CouRT FLOAT 

TRAIL RIDERS 

BowERMANS HorSE=DRAWN HEARSE 

MoRRIS FARMS F1iRE* DEPARTMENT 

3rD Unit oF E.C. Fire LePARTMENT 
CLARK EquiPMENT Co. QUEENS CARRIER 
BUCHANAN WESTERNERS 

JOHN GLASSMAN HorRSE & BuGGyY 
BicYCLE-WHEELED Auto - JOHN GLASSMAN 


WESLEY PRILLWITz AUTO 


EAU CLAIRE - WE SALUTE YOU! 


CONGRATULATIONS 
ON YOUR FIRST 100 YEARS. 


WE LOOK FORWARD TO 
SERVING YOU THE NEXT 100 YEARS. 


Better Growers Continue 
to Use SPARTAN Plant Food. 


SEE YOUR FARM SUPPLY DEALER! 


MICHIANA CHEMICAL CO. 


At the Roundhouse NILES, MICHIGAN 


BERRIEN COUNTY AEROCROP CONTROL 


DUSTING @ SPRAYING © FERTILIZING 
@ MOUSEBAITING @ 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


Call Frank Deaner 


WA 7-3832 
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TTY APIS 
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COMPLIMENTS OF 


Red ten Turf Farm 


NOWLEN LUMBER CO. 
Building Headquarters 


156 W. MAIN PHONE WA 6-2177 


BENTON HARBOR, MICHIGAN 


PATTON BROTHERS 


GENERAL OL ELECTRIC 
APPLIANCES ON TELEVISION 


SERVING EAU CLAIRE FOR 33 YEARS 


200 EMPIRE - BENTON HARBOR - MAIN ST. - WATERVLIET 


CoMPLIMENTS OF 


Crystal Springs Florist 


FLOWERS BY WIRE Telephone WA 5-1167 


“GREENHOUSE - FRESH FLOWERS FOR EVERY OCCASION” 


1475 Pipestone St. Benton Harbor, Mich. 


- ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS <= 


The information contained in this booklet was acquired from 
“History of Berrien County" by Coolidge: "History of Berrien and 
VanBuren Counties" published by D. W. Ensign & Co., in 1880; and 
"1887 Atlas of Berrien Co.". 


Individuals who made major contributions for information in- 
cluded Dr. Hazel Edison, Miss Millie Whalen, Messrs. Wm. and George 
Sharpe, Mr. Amos Green and Mrs. Reva Runnels Aumuck. The associa- 
tion is grateful for their assistance. 


The hand drawn map was made by Mrs. Martha Brant Street while 
securing information for this book. 


The Association is indebted to The Will Harmon Orchestra of 
Benton Harbor for graciously supplying the music for a Street 
Dance on Thursday evening, August 10th. The Dance was open to the 
public at no charge, and music for the occasion was provided by a 
grant from Music Performance Trust Funds of the Récording Indus- 
tries by the cooperation of Lucai #232, American _ Federation of 
Musicians. 


The Association is especially grateful for the public protec- 
tion afforded by a First’ Aid Station, located in the Municipal 
Building, and maintained for the three days of the official cele= 
bration by the Berrien County Chapter of the American Red Cross. 
Staffed by Red Cross first-aid-trainea volunteer nurses aides, 
It was open 11:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. daily. 


The appreciation of the Association is also extended to John 
Glassman, Auctioneer, for his many hours emceeing Centennial events 
John's humor and personal acquaintance with many participants added 
both color and interest to the entire celebration. 


It would be a physical impossibility to list here the names 
of each and every person who has contributed to the success of this 
celebration. Needless, to say, it could never have become reality 
without dedicated effort, ‘generous financial support, and the co+ 
Operative endeavors of many, many persons. So, to each contributor 
and all workers, the Association hereby acknowledges a boundless 
debt of gratitude for the self - sacrificing effort which made the 
Eau Claire Centennial a rousing success. 


tials Togagery 


Niles and Berrien Springs 


Compliments of 


YOUR FRIENDLY NILES SEARS STORE 
SEARS SEARS ROEBUCK AND C0. : 


NILES, MICHIGAN 


423 SYCAMORE STREET — PHONE MU 3-3300' 


NE!:|-ROYAL CROWN BOTTLING CO. 
1202 TERRITORIAL ROAD | 


P.O. BOX 383 WA 6-9895 


BENTON HARBOR, MICHIGAN 


HOME OF NATIONAL KNOWN BRANDS 


SERVING BERRIEN COUNTY FOR 58 YEARS 


TROOST BROS. 


FINE FURNITURE AND CARPETS 


69-71 WALL ST. BENTON HARBOR 
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Johnson 
SEA-HORSES 


MOTORS - BOATS -_ BAIT - TACKLE - SERVICE — STORAGE 


MIDWAY MARINE BASE 


on M-152, MAGICIAN-DEWEY LAKES 
R.F.D. DOWAGIAC, MICHIGAN 
PHONE: DOWAGIAC HA 4-5687 ——— ST 2-271 


CONGRATULATIONS 


PARMALEE’S 


219 E. MAIN 
Niles, Michigan 


NILES MOST COMPLETE PRIVATELY OWNED 


DEPARTMENT STORE 


NOT QUITE A 100 YEARS OLD, 


DEARING 
Typewriter & Adding 


Machine Agency 


214 PIPESTONE BENTON HARBOR 


BUT GROWING 


WA 35-9701 


BERRIEN SPRINGS. .DOWAGIAC...NILES 


ComPLIMENTS OF 
JOHNNY’S 


Dowagiac 


Compliments Of 


BARNHART’S FLOWER BASKET 


NILES ROAD GR 3-231] 


McCARTNEY’S RESORT 
Berrien Springs indivi 


DWIGHT NIELSON 


NOW SERVING YOUR AREA 


1O.0@28th: SE: PHONE 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN CH 1-5603 


Twin City 
Coca-Cola 
Bottling Co. 


Saint Joseph, Michigan 


Ali 


Bottled under authority of The Coca-Cola Company by 


CONGRATULATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


Were received by the committee from the following: 


THE WHITE HOUSE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Letitia Baldrige, Social Sec'y. Clare E. Hoffman 

THE VICE PRESIDENT GOVERNOR OF MICHIGAN 
Lyndon B. Johnson John B. Swainson 

ASor le tolG. Yar Oroo (ATE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF MICH. 
G. Mennen Williams John Lesinski 


UNITED STATES SENATE 
Phillip A. Hart Mr. Richard M. Nixon 


COMPLIMENTS OF YOUR 


REXALL STORE 


PRESCRIPTIONS « DRUGS » COSMETICS « LIQUORS 
* THREE REGISTERED PHARMACISTS ° 


Dowagiac Rexall Drugs 


223 SOUTH FRONT STREET 


PALBN; daVy,: (OcF ot Fags be caret eka Ket. 


MARTIN'S SUPER MARKET 


( Cass County's LARGEST SUPER MARKET ) 


COMPLETE ONE-STOP SHOPPING 
Located on M 40 South, Dowagiac 


* STORE HOURS * 
Mon.-THURS.-9:00-8:00, FRI.- SAT.-9:00-9:00 
SUNDAY - 9:00-2:00 


COMPLIMENTS 


of 
i. OPPENHEIM 
"“Dowagiac’s Leading Clothier” 


FOR MEN AND BOYS 


CONGRATULATIONS 
to 
EAU CLAIRE 


from the 


INDIAN LAKE GOLF COURSE 


Walt and Fran 


LAKES BOWL and 


Rose & Duke's Dining Room 


OVERLOOKING SISTER LAKES = PHONE HA 4=5540 


*« 


ENJOYING BOWLING IN AIR CONDITIONED 
COMFORT, SIXTEEN BEAUTIFUL LANES, 


* =a FOOD SERVED DAILY FROM 


O1A.M. 


- Make Lakes Bowt Your SUMMER FUN SPOT - 


"THE FiRST 100 YEARS ARE THE HaRbDEsT" 


PHILLIPSON’S 


“Mens Wear Since 1858” 
DOWAGIAC, MICH. 


HARVEY'S SHOP 


DOWAGIAC, MICHIGAN 


* Keepsake Diamonds 

* Watches 

* Complete Photo Dept. 

* Zenith Hearing Aids & Supplies 
* Jewelry & Gifts 


THE FAIR 


Dowagiac's Dep't Store 


DOWAGIAC, MICHIGAN 


SUNDAYS NOON TO 1 A.M, 
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